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Services 
A Service of Holy Communion is 
held on Sundays at 10.30am. 
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• The Meaning of Colours II

• From The Archbishop
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• Mouse Makes
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• Uncle Eustace

Contact Details 
Priest: Revd Debbie May  

Mobile: 0473 368 268

Email: revd.debbie@gmail.com

Address: 15 Mell Rd Spearwood WA 6163

Coffee	and	cra+s	is	taking	a	short	break.	
Our	next	mee8ng	is	on	Thursday	21st	
July	at	10-00am.	

http://spearwoodchurch.org/coffee-crafts/

Parish Warden 
Maxine Smith: 0417 992 798
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Over many years the 2nd Sunday of July has been kept as Sea Sunday, 
with a special focus on prayer for all seafarers. The Mission to Seafarers 
supports the work of sailors facing difficult waters, piracy, and separation 
from loved ones for long periods at sea. However, we can also experience 
storms in our own lives. In Acts 27 we read how Paul was being taken as a 
prisoner to Rome, when he was caught in a storm off Crete. After 14 days 
they were shipwrecked on the island of Malta. 

		
Paul	had	warned	the	crew	that	it	wasn’t	a	safe	8me	of	year	to	sail:	“I	can	
see	that	our	voyage	is	going	to	be	disastrous	and	bring	great	loss	to	ship	
and	cargo,	and	to	our	own	lives.”	However,	Paul’s	words	were	ignored,	
and	the	ship	sailed	into	a	violent	storm.	By	the	third	day	they	‘finally	
gave	up	all	hope	of	being	saved.’	How	do	we	face	up	to	storms	in	our	
lives?	Do	we	worry	and	panic?	God	doesn’t	necessarily	prevent	storms	
from	taking	place,	but	we	can	trust	His	purpose	through	them.		
		
Paul	urged	the	sailors	to	“keep	courage,	because	not	one	of	you	will	be	
lost,	only	the	ship	will	be	destroyed.”	His	confidence	rested	on	an	angelic	
promise:	“Do	not	be	afraid,	Paul.	You	must	stand	trial	before	Caesar;	and	
God	has	graciously	given	you	the	lives	of	all	who	sail	with	you.”	Only	the	
sovereign	God,	who	created	the	wind	and	waves,	can	promise	to	save	
people	from	a	storm.	What	does	this	mean	for	us	in	our	circumstances	
today?	
		
‘Through	many	dangers,	toils	and	snares	I	have	already	come.	Grace	has	
brought	me	safe	thus	far,	and	grace	will	lead	me	home.’	(Amazing	Grace:	
John	Newton).	

God bless


Rev3. Deb6.7



www.spearwoodchurch.org

July 2022

		

 

We are exploring the possibility of holding ‘mainly babies’ at St Michaels. ‘mainly 
babies’ is a series of eight weekly sessions designed to connect parents and not-yet-
crawling baby in the early months. The structured 30-minute sessions will be followed 
by 30-40 minutes of time to enjoy snacks and refreshments, and for them to create a 
tribe; parents who become lifelong friends.

 

The sessions include music, rhyme, interaction, tummy time, and reading to the baby. 
Just like a mainly music session, there are a few songs with faith messages. Overall, 
the sessions are full of delight and joy. The parents confidence will grow as they 
interact with baby and as baby responds. Did you know that many parents report 
feeling positive and confident after singing with their young one? mainly babies is great 
for the parents emotional wellbeing.

To be able to put on this ministry we will need some committed volunteers to 
undertake the following roles.

 

Team members: 
These are people who are committed to 
contributing to this outreach ministry 
being established and agree to

• pray for the families and team.

• Attend and contribute to planning 
meetings.

 

Team helpers: 
These people will be committed to tasks 
that will contribute to this outreach 
ministry being established. They agree to

• pray for the families and team.

• Attend and contribute to planning meetings.

• Participate in sessions.

• Participate in pastoral care.

 

Pray-ers: 
These will be people who are committed to praying for this ministry.

 

If you would like to volunteer for one of the above roles or are interested in receiving 
some more information about this vital ministry, please contact Revd Debbie 
0473368268.
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Coffee and Crafts 
There will be no Coffee and Crafts meetings for the first two weeks of July because it’s 
the school holidays, however, we will be meeting again from 21st July at 10.00am.

This small group of about 8-10 ladies meets weekly, sometimes we are blessed with 
some younger children and occasionally men too, everybody is welcome.  

At the present time we are mainly knitting squares to 
be made into blankets, as well as scarves, booties 
and beanies that are donated to people in need. But, 
you are welcome to bring along anything that you 
are working on or even just come along and enjoy 
conversation and a cuppa. At different times we do 
try other crafts, and this has included, painting, colouring, making Christmas Crafts 
and even decorating Christmas gingerbread houses. We are always open to new ideas 
and meet between 10.00am -12.00 noon. Hope to see you there.


Ladies Morning Tea 
What a wonderful morning tea we had last month. Eight ladies attended and shared 
lively discussion over light refreshments. Our next morning tea will be on 25th July and 
we will meet at Maltia at 10.00am. Please let Ann or Maxine know if you intend coming 
so that we can book enough seats. Cost $15.00 includes your choice of a cake and 
beverage. Thank you.


Book Club 
Are there are any ladies who are interested in joining a small monthly book- club?  We 
are a small friendly group of ladies who meet on the last Thursday of the month at 

2.00pm and enjoy fellowship together as we discuss 
the book of the month over coffee and cake. We are 
looking for one or two new members join us, no fee or 
prior knowledge of books needed to join, just a love 
of books and discussion. If you might be interested or 
would like more information, please speak to Diana or 
Ann.

Little Free Pantry 
I’m pleased to report that our Church Pantry’ is being frequently used by members of 
the community. We would appreciate donations of food and personal hygiene items 
to put into the pantry for people in need. We have noticed that popular items include: 
Long-life Milk, Tea bags, Coffee, Sugar, Milk, Biscuits, Pasta, Rice, Pasta Sauce, Tins 
of Tuna, tinned meats, Soup, beans, Spaghetti, shampoo, soap, deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes. If you would like to donate towards this worthwhile cause 
we invite you to bring items to church and place in the basket by the offertory table 
or please feel free to place directly into the pantry.  Please ensure that all items 
donated are unopened and still within the use by date. Thank you.
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Church Garden 
This month we saw the completion of the fence around our front side garden (see front 
cover). It's great that we can now host family events in a safe area and not be worried 
about children running onto the road. Thank you to everyone that donated towards the 
cost of the fence and to ‘West to West’ who provided us with a competitive price and 
good reliable service.


It was a delight to recently see a local family enjoying a picnic on the grassed area and I 
hope that more of the community will come to see the church as a friendly, welcoming 
place that is reaching out into the community with the love of Christ.

Next step will be to tidy the garden area and maybe plant some colourful native shrubs.


Alpha Course and/or Confirmation in the Anglican Church. 
If you are interested in taking part in an Alpha course and discovering or re-discovering 
more about the Christian faith, I invite you to sign up for the next Alpha course at St 
Michaels. Or if you are interested in being Confirmed in the Anglican Church and would 
like more information, please contact Revd Debbie.


Everyone is welcome to attend Alpha even if you have completed an Alpha course before, 
however, booking 
will be essential so 
please let Revd. 
Debbie know as 
soon as possible if 
you plan on 
attending or if you 
would like more 
information.

The dates will be 
arranged once we 
know who is 
interested in doing 
the course.


Guide to modern science around the house. 
        1. If it's green or it wiggles, it's Biology.

        2. If it stinks or explodes, it's Chemistry.

        3. If it doesn't work, it's Physics.
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The Meaning of Colours II 
Last month we looked at the changing of colours in the church’s vestments and altar 
cloths during March, April and May this year. We now see them changing again, but 
this time for around 20 weeks.


We started June still in the season of Easter; strictly speaking, in the time after the 
Ascension. The first Sunday in June is the feast of Pentecost. This was and remains a 
Jewish Festival. At the time of Jesus, it was a joyful celebration of the first fruits of the 
Harvest, which was why all the apostles were gathered together in Jerusalem, as was 
expected of all Jewish men.


As they gathered following Jesus’ Ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon them.  This is 
what Christians celebrate at Pentecost, and therefore the colour is red. The following 
day the colour changes to green, and remains green until the 30th of October, the 
Feast of All Saints’ which will be white.


This gives us approximately 20 weeks of ‘green’ with the occasional day in between of 
white or red to celebrate an apostle, saint or a specific feast day.


So the question is ‘Why?’ Why so 
long?

This time is often referred to as 
‘Ordinary’ time. So what is 
‘ordinary’ about it? I don’t know 
about your life but mine tends to 
go along fairly steady with just the 
odd up or down time. Most of my 
days are ‘ordinary’.


In church lectionary terms this 
period of ‘X Sunday after 
Pentecost’ follows one main 
gospel’s teachings and miracles of 
Jesus. It’s almost like He gathers 
us together for a summer school and takes us up a mountainside and teaches us 
there. It’s a time for leaning and growth.


This month,

Like the green grass feeds the animals, this month spend some time just looking at a 
patch of grass or the leaves on trees from a distance.

See the different shades and hues and when you next hear the gospel reading 
imagine sitting under those trees on that grass with Jesus Himself.
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Labels 
As part of the admission 
procedure in the hospital where I 
work, I ask the patients if they 
are allergic to anything. If they 
are, I print it on an allergy band 
placed on the patient’s wrists.


Once when I asked an elderly 
woman if she had any allergies, 
she said she couldn’t eat 
bananas. Imagine my surprise 
when several hours later a very 
irate son came out to the nurses’ 
station demanding, “Who’s 
responsible for labelling my 
mother ‘bananas’?”


The ecumenical dimension of a crisis 
During a recent ecumenical gathering, a secretary rushed in shouting, “The building is 
on fire!”


The Methodists gathered in the corner and prayed.

The Baptists cried, “Where is the water?”

The Anglicans formed a procession and marched out.

The Quakers quietly praised God for the blessings that fire brings.

The Lutherans posted a notice on the door declaring the fire was evil.

The Roman Catholics passed the plate to cover the damage.

The Jews posted symbols on the door hoping the fire would pass over.

The Congregationalists shouted, “Every man for himself!”

The Fundamentalists proclaimed, “It’s the vengeance of God!”

The Charismatics praised God for another falling of the Holy Spirit.

The Christian Scientists concluded that, actually, there was no fire.

The Presbyterians appointed a chairperson who was to appoint a committee to look 
into the matter and submit a written report.


The secretary grabbed the fire extinguisher and put the fire out.
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On	why	our	church	is	safe	from	vandals.	

The Rectory

St James the Least of All


My dear Nephew Darren 

I was sorry to hear that your church was broken into last week. Since your sound system 
rivals that of any concert hall and your projection equipment would put most cinemas to 
shame, it is not surprising that is what they had their sights on. Your bemusement that 
they never touched your library of recordings is less understandable. I would have 
thought that few thieves would have been much interested in renditions of ‘Shine Jesus, 
Shine’ and other such artistic gems.

 

It may have been an act of Christian charity to put a sign outside saying ‘Thieves will be 
forgiven’, although since they took this as an invitation to burgle your house the following 
evening, I hope your forgiveness still operates. Especially as they also stole your 
favourite guitar.

 

Last year, we had unwelcome visitors. The thieves must have spent several hours 
breaking down the church’s 400-year-old oak door to get in. Shame about that. Had they 
bothered to try the handle, they would have discovered that we never lock the church 
anyway.

 

Since we have yet to leap forward into the 19th century, there was little to attract them. 
Had they removed the marble sarcophagi of the Earls of Lincombe, the money they may 
have made wouldn’t even have paid for the subsequent hernia operations. Inevitably, 
there was general outrage that the poor box had been broken into – although as far as I 
can remember, for many years it had contained nothing more than an old three-penny 
piece and a button.

 

For many of our congregation, this represented the End of Civilisation as We Know It. 
Calls were made to have a permanent armed guard on the premises, and a few even 
speculated about the possibility of having strategically placed land mines about the 
place. Mrs Beaufort offered to lend us her fierce Pekingese, and Colonel Beauchamp 
generously offered us his collection of man traps.

 

Perhaps our thieves may be forgiven their crime, but until that three-penny piece and 
button are returned, it will not be forgotten. 


Your loving uncle, 

Eustace
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If you would like to write an 

article for this publication, 

please email it to: 

waynevmay@gmail.com .


New perils 

A child was trying to 

memorise the Lord’s 

Prayer: “…and lead us not 

into temptation but deliver 

us from email…” 

www.facebook.com/spearwood.church 
www.twitter.com/HiltonSpearwood 
www.podomatic.com/podcasts/waynevmay

http://www.facebook.com/spearwood.church
http://www.twitter.com/HiltonSpearwood

	Michael’s Message

